Lipoma is the most common benign mesenchymal tumor that occurs in the human body.
INTRODUCTION
Lipomas are common benign mesenchymal neoplasms comprised of mature adipocytes. They can be found in any part of body, especially the trunk and upper extremities. Although approximately 15 to 20% of lipomas occur in the head and neck region, only 1-4% of the cases are found in the oral cavity (1) . The etiology of oral lipoma is not yet clear, and trauma, infection, chronic irritation and hormone are suspected to be contributing factors. This article reports a 56-year-old woman with fibrolipoma of hard palate, with slow growing and painless palpable mass over the palate as the presenting symptom.
CASE REPORT
The subject was a 56-year-old woman who had been relatively healthy, without remarkable systemic disease in the past and no known family disease history. She came to our otolaryngology outpatient clinic to seek treatment of a slow-progressive and painless palpable mass that has been present at the palate for 7 years. She confirmed the absence of sore throat, toothache, dysphagia, weight loss and fever. She had history of habitual cigarette smoking about 1 package per day for 10 years.
Our initial intraoral examination indicated one palpable 3.0 x 3.0 x 1.5 cm pedunculated mass without focal tenderness over hard palate. Additional examinations on nose, ears, pharynx, larynx, and neck were returned with results within normal limits. The magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) exhibited the tumor located over the hard palate presenting hyperintensity on T1-weighted images and isointensity on T2-weighted images ( Figure 1 ).
An intraoral excision of the tumor was performed under general analgesia ( Figure 2 ).
The incision was made through the base of the pedunculated mass that was attached to the hard palate. She went through the operation smoothly with no immediate complication. fibrolipoma has a greater proliferative rate. The tumor sizes are rarely found to be less than 2.5 cm in diameter (6) . In this case, the tumor was 3.0 x 3.0 x 1.5 cm in size.
A computed tomography (CT) or MRI examination is important to exclude bony erosion or any other malignancies in consideration. The lipomas were low radiodensity masses in CT examination. Furthermore, the lipomas were presented as hyperintensity on T1-weighted images and isointensity on T2-weighted images in MRI (7).
To our knowledge, the fibrolipoma has not been reported to occur in the hard palate in 
